PRESS RELEASE

Mori Nana Solo Exhibition “Nucleus”
■Period
■Hours

October 6th (Saturday), 2018 — November 10th (Saturday) 2018
Tuesdays through Fridays, 13:00—20:00
Saturdays, 12:00—19:00  (closed on Sundays, Mondays, and National Holidays)
KANA KAWANISHI GALLERY
4-7-6 Shirakawa, Koto-ku, Tokyo 135-0021 JAPAN
tel +81 3 5843 9128
e-mail g allery@kanakawanishi.com

■Venue

▼OPENING RECEPTION
Saturday, October 6th 18:00—2 0:00
▼TALK EVENT
“Exploring Expansiveness of Calligraphy Based Art Today”
・Date & Time:
・Venue:
・Speakers:

Saturday, October 27th 17:00—18:30
KANA KAWANISHI GALLERY
4-7-6 Shirakawa, Koto-ku, Tokyo 135-0021 JAPAN
Takayuki Kurimoto (art critic), Mori Nana (artist)

sumi ink, japanese paper | 2675 × 1372 mm
© Mori Nana, courtesy KANA KAWANISHI GALLERY
KANA KAWANISHI GALLERY

gallery@kanakawanishi.com

TEL: +81 3 584 -9128
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KANA KAWANISHI GALLERY is pleased to announce the opening of Mori Nana’s solo exhibition, Nucleus
,
on Saturday,
October 6th.
Mori Nana, who grew up in a family of professional calligraphers, has been deepening her expression with Japanese ink and
brush at Tokyo University of the Arts, Department of Fine Arts, Intermedia Art, and will be presenting her solo exhibition for
the first time after completing her master's course in 2016.
Since her early childhood, Mori had been interested in how her father would pick a certain work as “work” amongst the
numerous other calligraphies he had written. The criteria, unable to explain logically, was yet something felt absolutely certain.
She had thought such criteria is in the nucleus of all elements.
In China, calligraphy has been valued for its deeply artistic merit as one of the six ancient arts. In Japan, however, it has
undergone its own transformation. During the Meiji Period, with the introduction of Western art theory, the debate on where
to position the art of calligraphy emerged, with passionate discussions on the ingrained dichotomy of image versus language
that occurs in the discipline. Modern calligraphers in Japan, through trial and error, create work that delves into both
dimensions of this art form—an Asian tradition inherited from ancient times as well as an exploration in the differences
compared to Western art which emerged on the scene after the Meiji Period.
Mori Nana describes calligraphy as "A medium that has the power to channel the potential energy of an individual." During
the artist’s creative process, she pays attention to her state of my mind, while scribbling with ink for hours at a time, preparing
to create calligraphy. A unique piece of art, which strokes were repeated as many times as necessary for the line to become
defined in her physicality. Depending on the relationship amongst ink, paper, brush, water, and climate, the section first
touched by the brush appears as the very top of the image. In other words, it can perhaps be said that it is an intrinsically
time-based art discipline, where both “the moment” and “continuity” are enclosed in a single stroke.
Transcending the conscious and the subconscious, a moment in which one surpasses the boundary of the body. Or perhaps, an
opportunity illustrated when conditions such as climate, mind and location come together in harmony. The multifacetedness
of the phenomena is expressed not only within the extent of the artwork but also multidimensionally through the arrangement
of the exhibition space.
We are looking forward to kindly welcoming you at Mori Nana’s first solo exhibition.
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▼TALK EVENT

“Exploring Expansiveness of Calligraphy Based Art Today”
Date&Time

Saturday, October 27th, 2018
17:00—18:30

Venue

KANA KAWANISHI GALLERY / 4-7-6, Shirakawa, Koto-ku, Tokyo

Speakers

Takayuki Kurimoto (art critic) × Mori Nana (artist)

Price

500 yen (with reservation) / 1000 yen (at door)

Maximum

30 people (first come first seated)

■Speakers
Takayuki Kurimoto
Born 1984 in Gifu Prefecture, Japan. Art critic.
Kurimoto’s master thesis “ Contemporary” of Calligraphy in Inoue Yuichi’s Work―Space, Languages and Letters, written at
Tama Art University, Graduate School, was awarded the 1st Yoshiaki Tōno Memorial Award for Excellent Master’s Thesis,
Faculty of Art and Design. He also received the 2nd ’Sumi’ Critique Award, Second Prize (Geijutsu Shinbunsha) with S hin'ichi
Hisamatsu and Shiryu Morita―Calligraphic Theory of Ontological Depth. Kurimoto completed his B.A. at Keio
University, Faculty of Letters, German Literature Course and his Ph.D. at Tama Art University, Graduate School of Art and
Design, Doctoral Degree Course. His publications include B
 okkon―sho geijitsu niokeru modernism no taidou (Ink
Mark―Fetal Movement of Modernism in Calligraphy Art) (Shinwasha).
Mori Nana
Born 1990 in Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan. Artist.
Mori completed her M.F.A. at Tokyo University of the Arts, the Graduate School of Fine Arts, Department of Intermedia Art
in 2016. Since her live drawing performance at The Centre de Cultura Contemporània de Barcelona (CCCB) in 2006, she has
organized live drawing performances, workshops and classes for children at elementary and junior high schools, including the
live workshop at Yokohama Creativecity Center (YCC) in 2016 and the live performance at Mori Ogai Memorial Museum
(Tokyo)

in 2017. Her major exhibitions include Architecture Exhibition in Ginza: Nakagin AIR 2014 (2014,

Nakagin Capsule

Tower/Ginza Okuno Building/Gallery MUSEE, Tokyo) and A
 rt Student Exhibition (2016, SEZON ART GALLERY, Tokyo).
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