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Visionaries: Making Another Perspective
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Koka Kola (p. 90) looks at first glance to be simply plants of various
kinds arranged in bottles, a somewhat commonplace motif. A closer
look, however, reveals the ceramic bottles to resemble drink bbttles
symbolic of 2oth century America, and the plants to be made cl,)f carved
wood in the image of cannabis, their surfaces sooted with Japanese
candles and embellished with gold leaf. (They take their title firom

a song by The Clash, a UK band active during the 1970s and 80s.)
Combining cannabis and Coca-Cola, symbolic of the beat genération
and hippie movement that influenced Hasegawa, with soot an(& gold
reminiscent of run-down Buddhist altar fittings, these works ale
infused with a different dimension of meaning, bringing to mind

the expanse of human history and the way values change over time
— much like cannabis, which in human history was once regarded
as a sacred medicinal herb, but is now subject to regulation in some
countries. Hasegawa is also a Buddhist monk and claims D. T Suzuki
(1870-1966), a monk and philosopher who popularized Zen
throughout the world, as a major influence. With these works,

he provides the viewer with glimpses of a universal cognizance that
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transcends time and culture. [



